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‘After cerefully selecting a good day and the lagna, the
utsava rigraha will be brought to the mantapa outside even
before sunrise. Then the acarya will get into the ratha which
would have been kept realy prepared in that spot for starting its
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journey round the four steets of the temple. He will tie punyaha
for the sake of suddhi of the ratha. He will tie mango leaves to
the pita kept inside the ratha and tie the kurea ie handful darbha
grass to the wooden kurca ie handful darbha grass to the
wooden pillar in the ratha on the isanya corner i.e. north east
corner. He then will recite the following four murti mentras
beginning with VIMANAM, VISHNUMAYAM, DEVAVASAM and
VAIKUNTODHBHAVAM inviting those four devatas. Then he
does 'avahana’ first to the rathanga vimana devatha. Here the
point to be noted is that the ratha is to be regarded as the
miniature replica of the temple itself. As such first the
vimanadevatha is invoked and next the eight dwarapalikas at
the rate of two each on the four sides. Thus four devatas and
eight dwarapalakas are invited first. Then the eight dvara-
devatas we invoked. These devatas are

East - Shesha, Vakrathunda
West - Panktisa, Bhutesa
South - Garuda, Sudarsana
North  -- Sankha, Viswaksena

Then the Indradi ashta dikpalakas are invoked. The next
step in invocation of the following sixteen more devatas viz

Nyaksa, Indra - Devatas in the East
Agni, Haviraksaka - South East.
Vivasvat - Vairasvate - South

Nirrti - Bali - raksaka - South West
Varuna - Mitra - West

Marut - Puspas - North West
Ksatte - Kubera - North

Isana - Bhaskara - North east
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Thus all told, 44 devatas are invoked in the ratha by the
acharya. Then dhupa and dipa are offered to the utsavavigraha
and the acharya is the seek the asirvada of the Gosti which will
be standing in front of the ratha. Then utsavavigrah and the
images of the consorts then will taken into the ratha by the
acharya physically carrying them in his sends. It is fine for the
ratha to start on its holy procession round the four streets
around the temple (p.117 - 119) @ (ra°.
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